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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: the explanation of " the list is formed as separate lists for 
each day, containing an unlimited number of records" in claim 6; which is not disclosed 
in specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 6 recites "an unlimited number of records " and claim 6 is dependent on 
claim 3 wherein has limitation of memory in "one data base" so the data base can not 
contain unlimited number of records in the memory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Publication No.US2003/0163817 (US'817) to Han in view of US Patent No. 5,438,377 
(US'377) to Chang 

Regarding to claim 1: Han discloses a device for selecting a channel of radio 
and television sets comprising 

a controlling portion (108 of Fig.1 ) wherein controls whole operation of all 
components in an apparatus considering as a CPU; 

a signal receiving block (102, 103, 104 of Fig.1) linked to and controlled by the 
controlling portion108 ( tuner102, channel decoder103 and demultiplexer! 04 of Fig.1 
are controlled by controlling portion 108 ) and used to receive a broadcast signals that 
are received from antenna ; see para. [0024] lines 4-5 and 101 of Fig.1) and if necessary 
converting the signal to a digital format ( channel decoder portion 103 restores a digital 
signal from the broadcast signal above;( para[0024] lines 6-8) into demultiplexer! 04 of 
Fig.1) and ; 
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an A/V block (105, 106 of Fig.1) linked to and controlled by controlling portion 
(108 of Fig. 1) and generating the signal to be displayed on a screen (110 of Fig.1) in a 
required format (para. [0024], [0025] and [0026]) ; 

a memory block (109 of Fig.1) linked to and controlled by the controlling portion 
(109 is linked to 108 in Fig.1)) and containing various types of memory (para[0066]) 

a viewing ratings analyzer (222-2 of Fig.2) controlled by a control module unit ( 
222 of Fig.2) and contains various types of memory (data base 223, 223-1 to 223-4 in 
Fig.2; para.[0064] lines 8-20 and para[0066]) 

but fails to disclose a power-on block linked to and controlled by the viewing 
ratings analyzer for switching-on a set and setting a channel. 

Chang discloses a power switch (36 of Fig. 1) is linked to microcomputer (14 of 
Fig.1 ) for switching-on a set and setting a channel (col.3 lines 40-47). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having an ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify a power switch is linked to microcontroller as taught by 
Chang; for switching-on a set and setting a channel in "POWER ON" mode of the TV 
receiver. 

6. Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Han in view of US Patent No. 5,801 ,747 (US747) to Bedard. 

Regarding to claim 2:Han teaches a method for selecting a channel of radio 
and television sets comprising 

start by PWR ON step (step 401 of Fig. 4, also para. [0041]). 
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searching the databases for information about channels viewed last or most 
often on a day of the week and at a time of switching the set on (para. [0043] step402, 
403 and 404 of Fig. 4 and para.[0049] step 503 of Fig.5); 

selecting a channel viewed last or most often on the day of the week and at 
the time of switching the set on (step 405 of Fig. 4 also para. [0044]) and (step 504 of 
Fig. 5 also para.[0050]) 

setting the channel viewed last or viewed most often on the day of the week 
and at the time of switching the set on (step 505, 507 and 508 of Fig.5 also para. [0051] 
to para. [0054]). However, Han fails to teach the method of monitoring channels viewed 
by a user and storing data about channel viewing ratings in databases. 

Bedard teaches the method of monitoring channels viewed by a user (Abstract 
and col. 3 line 63 to col.4 line 14) and storing data about channel viewing ratings in 
storage means (col.4 line 15-17 and lines 27-37). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person having an ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
modify a monitoring channels viewed by a viewer and storing data about channel 
viewing ratings in storage device as taught by Bedard; in order to determine preferred 
channels of a viewer and monitor the viewer's activity. 

Regarding to claim 7: Bedard also teaches a table containing rows 
representing the TV channels, columns representing time periods and date (on Fig.4, 
see col. 7 lines 8-18)). 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,51 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2609 

7. Claims 3, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Han and Bedard as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of US Patent 
No.6,499,138 (US'138) to Swix et al. 

Regarding to claim 3: Han and Bedard teache the method for selecting the 
channel according to claim 2, but fails to teach one of the databases is a list having 
records comprising a number of a viewed channel, a viewing start time and a viewing 
stop time of the viewed channel. 

Swix teaches an Electronic Programming Guide (EPG) that provides a viewer 
with information such as: Start time, Stop time for viewing current channel etc...(col.2 
lines 14-26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having an ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention was made to add an EPG to provides a viewer with 
information such as: Start time, Stop time for viewing current channel as taught by Swix; 
in order to help viewer to monitor and select the desired program or channel to watch. 

Regarding to claim 4: As the method for selecting the channel claim 3 above; 
Han teaches the viewing ratings statistics is created by following steps (601 , 602 and 
603 in Fig. 6; also see para. [0064] lines 8-20 and also see para.[0069] to [0071]) for 
each day of the week separately or separately for workdays and separately for 
weekends or separately for workdays and individually for Saturdays and for Sundays 
and make a ratings analysis report (see table in Fig. 7 ) 

Regarding to claim 5: Han discloses the method for viewing channel ratings 
when a user views a current viewing channel for more than a critical duration (10mins) , 
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a ratings report will show ranking of channel according to date and time (hr) in a circular 
buffer list (as Fig.7, also see para.[0037] explains a method to update ratings of 
channel). 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Han 
and Bedard as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of US Publication 
No.2002/01 04081 (US'081) to Candelore et al. 

Regarding to claim 8. Han and Bedard teache the method for selecting the 
channel according to claim 7 above, but fails to teach copying the oldest data to free 
space of a row of the table before a last row of the table and deleting the last row of the 
table when there is insufficient space for new data. 

Candelore teaches a method to prevent rollover of count values if it hits 
maximum value and reset in memory. This method allows new channels or programs an 
opportunity to replace old ones that have been in the list of favorites if viewing habits 
may have changed. (para.[0048] to [0051]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having an ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 
a method to prevent rollover in data base when counter value hits a maximum value 
and reset, as taught by Candelore in method of Han and Bedard ; in order to add new 
channel on the favorite channel list although the list have insufficient space. 
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9. Claims 9, 10, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Han and Bedard as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of 
US Patent No.7,047,548 (US'548) to Bates et al. 

Regarding to claim 9, 10, 11: Han and Bedard teach the method for 
selecting the channel in claim 2 further, but fails to teach searching the databases for 
information about channels last viewed and selecting a channel last viewed at the later 
time as compared to the time of switching the set on when the databases contain no 
data on channel viewing ratings on the day of the week and at the time of switching the 
set on; 

Bates teaches a method for searching and setting a previous channel (or last 
viewed channel) of interest from a current channel at the time of switching the set on 
when the databases contain no data on channel viewing ratings on the day of the week 
and select the most interest channel as the Last Channel ( Abstract; also see col. 5 line 
22 to col. 8 line 52 and Fig 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having an ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify 

a method for searching and selecting the last viewed channel as selecting channel as 

taught by Bates; in order to set the highest ratings channel automatically turn on when 
POWER ON mode. 

10. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Han and 
Bedard as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of US Patent No. 5,438,377 
(US'377) to Chang. 
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Regarding to claim 12: The method of Han and Bedard; for selecting the 
channel as claim 2 above, does not teach the searching is activated by a user by 
switching the set on by means of a "Power-on" button. 

Chang teaches the method for selecting broadcast video signal on selected 
channel designated by the user's activation of selected keys of key pad (13 of Fig. 1) 
when POWER ON mode is controlled by microcontroller (col.3 line 48 to col.4 line 41 
and Fig. 2 through Fig. 4). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having an 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify a method using 
key pad to activate by users for channel selection as taught by Chang; in order to 
initialize the channel searching set ON by means of a POWER ON mode. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5091. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Alan H. Luong 
Art Unit 2609 
Sept 25, 2007 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



